
Hi, my name is Lillian Beausoleil and I live in Brooklyn, CT.  I am 9 years old and 

my Mom has been a Family Resource Center Director my whole life.  Today I am 

going to tell you how important and fun Family Resource Centers are to a kid.  In 

my perspective, I like all the events they hold all year round for kids and families 

to enjoy.  

Another fun activity is going to Miss Deb’s after school program.  It is a place 

where kids can go while their parents work.  You can also stay all summer and go 

on fun field trips during that time.  You even get to stay through fifth grade.  

The FRC also helps families in need during the year.  Backpacks full of supplies 

for school, food packs for the weekends, toys for kids during the holidays and 

books that kids can take and keep anytime they want.  Thanks for listening and 

please keep funding the Putnam Family Resource Center.   

Lily Beausoleil 

Good afternoon Senator Osten, Senator Formica, Representative Walker and 

members of the Appropriations Committee and thank you for taking the time to 

listen to both my daughter’s perspective about how important Family Resource 

Centers are as well as mine. I have been a Family Resource Center Director for 

over 20 years and have seen the growth and development of the many families we 

serve in the Putnam community.  It is with pride that I represent those families as I 

testify before this committee in order to maintain funding for Family Resource 

Centers in the state budget so that my staff and I can continue to serve our children 

and families, without the loss of staff or programs.  The benefits of the Putnam 

Family Resource Center to families are immeasurable and the loss of this program 

would be devastating to the school and community.  We ask that the Family 

Resource Center budget line item is maintained at $109,500 per site so that we 

continue to provide families with essential skills and supports in a very affordable 

manner.  

FRCs are directly linked to the local public school system.  We provide programs 

that connect families to the school and the greater community.  There are 74 FRC 

sites in 42 school districts throughout CT providing essential services to over 

20,000 participants each year.  The Family Resource Center concept envisions 

comprehensive, integrated, community-based systems of family support and child 

development services that provide a single point of entry to public schools.  There 

are 7 components in the Yale School of the 21
st
 Century model developed by 

Edward Zigler: early care and education (preschool), school age child care, adult 

education/family literacy, , support for childcare providers, positive youth 

development, resource and referral and families in training which provides home 



visitation through the nationally-recognized, evidence-based Parents as Teachers 

model that uses research-based, evidence informed curricula. We are the only 

universal access, evidence-based model in Connecticut providing home visiting 

services to ALL families.  All of these services are preventative in nature, which 

we know is the cornerstone for success for children to overcome the “achievement 

gap” many face entering our public schools.  These services are offered to ALL 

families regardless of race, ethnicity or socio-economic status. 

In Putnam we have over 120 preschool children enrolled in 6 classrooms, over 60 

school age children in our before and after school programs, over 150 providers 

who receive training about high-quality instruction on an annual basis, an on-site 

adult education program, 75 children a week are given weekend food packs to 

supplement their meals at home, each year we give over 200 school backpacks 

away that are filled with supplies and this holiday season we supplied coats, boots 

and gifts to over 360 children in our community.  In addition we provide parent 

training programs and home visitation that increase parental knowledge and skills 

related to child development and behavior, which allows parents to prepare their 

children for school.  Part of our mission is to provide early developmental and 

social/emotional screenings to children birth to age 5 to detect any concerns and 

provide referrals to early intervention services to support children with delays.  We 

are also a Read to Grow Book site which is an open site for families to come and 

get books for their children and establish their own home library.  We distribute 

hundreds of books on a monthly basis and provide parent education about early 

literacy and school success.   

 

The FRC budget is a small investment in our children’s future and any cuts to that 

budget would mean a reduction in staffing and programs that serve children and 

families.  Children will most definitely be impacted negatively such as; less 

referrals for early intervention services, family stressors will increase without 

supports in place leading to an increase in DCF involvement, and other grant funds 

that are associated with the FRC will be impacted (School Readiness, Quality 

Enhancement) As families have stated in their support letters during this tough 

budget year, the Putnam Family Resource Center is an essential service to the 

community.  The FRC is not an “optional” program; they are a necessary part of 

the community support system.  I want to again thank you for allowing me the 

opportunity to testify on the importance of maintaining line item funding of 

$109,500 for Family Resource Centers in the state budget.  

 

Patricia Bryant-Beausoleil 
 


